
Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation (YWSF) – Open House                                      03 March 2016 

 

On 03 March 2016, the YWSF hosted an Open House event at the Canadian Legion at 503 Steele Street 

in Whitehorse, Yukon.  The main intent of the event was to provide members, prospective members and 

people interested in wild sheep an opportunity to get together and learn more about the newly founded 

(May 2015) YWSF, its Purposes, Objectives, Mission and Mandate.  The hope was that people would find 

that they had similar goals and interest to the YWSF and wish to become involved as members.  Apx 

seventy five (75) people attended the event, nine (9) of those being current YWSF Executive and Board 

members of the eleven (11) member Board.  The YWSF gained twenty (20) new members at the event 

that evening, with many others taking the membership application home for review. 

The President, Clint Walker, spoke to the audience about the Board’s current direction and the issues 

that have been raised to date, including, but not limited to, the need for a comprehensive wild sheep 

management plan (CWSMP) for the Yukon.  Ideally, the CWSMP would include elements holistically 

addressing: 

- Wild sheep management goals and strategies (What do we manage for?) 

- Critical habitat and migration route identification 

- Inventory data collection and the determination of carrying capacities 

- Opportunities and strategies to enhance populations 

- Opportunities for habitat enhancement and re-establishment in historical range 

- Access management and ORV restrictions to protect habit and mountain fauna 

- Sound, science based, harvest management strategies 

- Domestic / Wild sheep contact risk and disease management 

- Trophy quality management 

- Funding opportunities available for wild sheep programs 

- Commercial and industrial impacts 

- Cumulative effects  

- Meaningful consultation with stakeholders, and 

- Other elements, as commonly found in other comprehensive wild sheep management plans. 

As a means of collecting information from the membership, the attendees were asked to contribute by 

way of writing their priorities and interests, numbered one through three, on “Post-It Notes” and then 

placing those notes in the appropriately numbered columns on a wall.  At the end of the evening, the 

notes were collected and compiled by priority levels.  Forty (40) comments were collected through this 

process, with twenty one (21) of these being listed as #1 Priorities, thirteen (13) listed as #2 Priorities 

and six (6) listed as #3 Priorities.  It is important to recognize that each person can be expected to 

comment in keeping with their own interests, agenda and priorities, although those may not always be 

consistent with the mandate of the Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation. In those cases, those specific 

comments will not be given further consideration by the Board of Directors when determining the 

future direction of the YWSF.  The raw comments have been transcribed as follows, just as provided.  



Priority or Interest #1: 

- Help TOYA force YTG to limit / control access by ATVs / ORVs so we don’t end up with more 

Permit Zones 

- ATV access needs to be restricted, none above treeline, established trails only elsewhere 

- Investigate required policy & regulatory changes 

- Access Management ATV 

- Research into sheep habitat change (re: alpine shrub expansion & sheep forage) 

- Comprehensive Sheep Management Plan 

- Amend Wildlife Act Regs to authorize CO to destroy any captive domestic sheep at large that 

cannot be easily caught 

- #1, by far, is the increasing activity of hunters – ATVs – people – etc- disturbing sheep.  There 

are more people in the YT mountains than ever before 

- Management Plan (value of sheep, risks to sheep, options, priority actions) 

- My priority #1 is ATV regulation.  Support TOYA!  Their recommendations are intelligent. 

- ORV restrictions 

- Designated Route Restrictions for hunters in alpine areas 

- ATV access 

- ATV Access, ATV Access, Environment (winter)(weather) 

- ATV – Elevation Access 

- ATV’s, Overhunting 

- Respect the areas reserved for others 

- Construction of trails by hunters into sheep habitat, ATV access 

- ATV access should have more restrictions!  ie: designated “roads” 

- ATV access 

- ATV access 

 

It appears evident that ATV / ORV access is the number one priority of attendees by an overwhelming 

margin.  Fifteen (15) of the comments received as Priority #1 notes spoke to ATV access restriction in 

one form or another, to prevent the restriction of hunting opportunities, to minimise sheep disturbance, 

to limit the potential for over hunting. 

Other priorities were identified, in no specific order, as: 

Concerns over increased permit zones, the need for a wild sheep management plan, regulatory changes 

to allow a Conservation Officer to destroy domestic sheep found at large, increased human activity in 

the areas wild sheep inhabit, over hunting and the need to respect areas reserved for others, 

presumably with regards to Schedule A lands, Parks and Closed / Protected areas. 

 

 

 



Priority or Interest #2: 

 

- Help promote Fair Chase hunting in the Yukon, as well as respect for the land (no littering), no 

ATVs in Alpine etc 

- Encourage development of ideas for habitat improvement from local knowledge.  ie: prescribed 

burning  for habitat improvement especially winter range 

- Predator Management in areas where numbers of sheep are down and predation is a limiting 

factor 

- Legislate fencing and separation of domestic sheep to avoid disease spread 

- Public education 

- Implementation & enforcement of an off-road vehicle management plan.  Protect fragile alpine 

ecosystem 

- Winter habitat enhancement 

- Reintroduction of sheep to historic areas.  ie: Keno Hill extirpated by mine hunters 

- Quotas for all outfitters 

- Disease education & prevention 

- Keeping hunting traditions (sheep) alive in youth 

- We know the winter, summer & rutting areas but we don’t understand the routes rams take 

between these areas, or really any movements.  Important to protect these routes. 

- Access management 

 

Of the comments received, ATV access was again listed three (3) times as a Priority #2 concern.  

Other priorities identified many topics, some pointing to the need for a CWSMP and other topics which 

would be included in a CWSMP if one were to be developed in the Yukon.   

Again, in no specific order, these include: 

Promotion of public education and Fair Chase hunting, predator management, reducing the risk of 

domestic disease transference through legislated separation & fencing requirements in addition to 

education initiatives, the protection and enhancement of existing sheep habitat, re-introduction 

opportunities, the promotion of hunting with young people, quotas on non-resident harvest and 

increased research and data collection by government wildlife managers. 

 

 

 

 



Priority or Interest #3: 

- Advocate for limited permit in Dhaw Grow (sp. Ddhaw Ghro Habitat Protection Area) 

- Research into effect of climate change on sheep habitat 

- Sheep management plan for territory 

- Change rules to encourage harvest of older rams, education is key.  Average resident hunter 

must be taught how to age rams before shooting, prove that they can – required course to get a 

tag? 

- Disease prevention 

- Independent research into harvest management – Verify and collaborate with Environment’s 

work, especially hunter surveys 

 

It seems that most people’s priorities were limited to one or two priorities, with only six (6) people 

listing a third priority.   

Again, a CWSMP was identified as a priority, while others included, climate change research and its 

effects on sheep habitat as well as disease prevention.  Of particular interest were three other 

comments, not previously listed in any of the other Priority Lists: 

The idea of a permit draw in a currently closed area, Ddhaw Ghro, which would increase hunter 

opportunity for a quality hunt, the introduction of a mandatory course for new sheep hunters and third 

party involvement with Yukon Environment harvest management and review of hunter surveys. 

*The Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation’s Board of Directors will be reviewing this summarized data in 

greater detail in the near future and using it to help determine the future direction of the society.  We 

appreciate the participation by those attendees at the Open House who have provided comment and 

we thank you for your contribution. 

Clint Walker                      

President, Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation  

  


